[A case of traumatic diaphragmatic hernia repaired 40 years after the injury].
A 65-year-old male complaining dyspnea on exertion and epigastric discomfort was diagnosed to have left traumatic diaphragmatic hernia elsewhere and referred to Keio university Hospital for treatment. He had thoracicio-abdominal trauma which was conservatively treated, 40 years ago. Because he was symptomatic and the possibility of future strangulation could not be denied, surgical repair of the hernia was performed. The defect in the diaphragm was too large to be directly sutured and it was repaired with GORE-TEX patch. The gastric fundus partially prolapsed in the paraesophageal region, but the diaphragm was repaired quite satisfactorily otherwise. Pulmonary function and dyspnea on exertion improved.